



Themes, evaluation criteria and application instructions for research projects to be funded in 2027–2028


The Urban Impact (Kaupunkivaikutus) project funds research projects carried out by Aalto University and the University of Helsinki that produce research data to support urban decision-making and development

A total of around €400,000 (either €50,000 or €100,000 according to the scope of the research) of funding is distributed each year. Decisions on funding allocation are made by a steering group consisting of representatives from the cities and universities, as well as urban research professionals. There are no restrictions on academic disciplines, but the themes of the call for applications change yearly. 

Funding for impact assessment research concerning the Helsinki Capital Region
 
In the 2026 call for applications, the Urban Impact (Kaupunkivaikutus) project may fund research (for 2027–2028) on several themes that are significant and timely from the perspective of the cities in the Helsinki Capital Region. Applicants may also propose research ideas outside the themes described below if they are relevant from the cities’ perspective. The funded projects should focus on issues that are central to municipal decision-making and service development, producing knowledge on effectiveness, targeting, and future solutions. 
 
The cities of the Helsinki Capital Region are particularly interested in the following themes: 
 
Research on Vitality, Employment, and Innovation 
 
Possible perspectives include factors influencing job seekers’ employment, the effectiveness of employment services and their perceived benefits, ways to reduce long-term unemployment, and the position of foreign-language speakers and persons with partial work ability. The theme also covers diversity competence among employees, solutions supporting work ability and labour market integration, and the impacts of urban vitality policies. 
 
Additionally, cities are especially interested in the conditions for higher education innovations, incubator activities and student entrepreneurship, the role of growth companies in the urban economy, the overall economic impacts of events, and the relationship between population growth, urban growth scenarios, the economy and regional competitiveness.
 
Research on Education, Learning, and Youth Wellbeing 
 
Possible perspectives include factors affecting the attractiveness and retention of early childhood education and care (ECEC), the effectiveness of different  ECEC solutions, links between participation in ECEC and learning outcomes, and the impacts of bilingual models. The theme also covers factors affecting learning outcomes in basic and upper secondary education, such as the relationship between language background and grades, the impact of literacy on other learning outcomes, and the effectiveness of interventions supporting the learning of national languages. 

Additionally, the theme includes interest in young people’s attachment to education and work at the regional level, absences, educational pathways of youth who have migrated at a later age, effective practices for addressing school bullying, and the connections between hobbies, study motivation, and wellbeing. 
 
 
Research on the Urban Environment, Housing, and Infrastructure 
 
Possible perspectives include the impacts of vegetation maintenance and ecosystem services, the functioning of water supply and other technical infrastructure, maintenance backlogs in municipally owned buildings, and circular economy solutions such as the reuse of building materials. The theme may also include the impacts of environmental and nature observations on land-use planning, the location of commercial construction, and the impacts of data centres on the urban environment and local economies. 
 
Additionally, the theme includes interest in the impacts of increased remote work on city centres, land-use planning and services; the renewal of shopping centres and the strengthening of city centre vitality (e.g. from the perspective of families with children); the quality and functionality of housing solutions; and the types of planning and urban design solutions that prevent or reinforce segregation.  

 
Other research related to city operations

You can also propose other research topics related to city operations that fulfil the funding criteria, for example: 

Research on Governance, Service Accessibility, and Equality 
 
Possible perspectives include the effectiveness of municipal grants, the physical and digital accessibility of city services, digital support, and the impacts of digitalisation, and the achievement of targets set by cities. Particular attention may also be given to the effectiveness of service systems for foreign-language-speaking clients in the context of changing population structures. 
 
Additionally, the theme includes interest in the impacts of population growth and increasing numbers of foreign-language speakers on staff work, as well as the use of artificial intelligence in administration and service processes. 
Research on Inclusion, Integration, and Community 
 
Possible perspectives include the regional and socio-economic distribution of participation among residents, and the systemic impacts of participation processes within city organisations. The theme also focuses on the reach of participatory activities, ways to strengthen inclusion, and identifying groups that remain excluded from participation. 
 
From the integration perspective, relevant topics include the impacts of community centres, evaluation of service vouchers for language learning among employed residents, education and service pathways of foreign-language-speaking groups, the effects of development measures targeting NEET youth, and the relationship between the strengthening of ethnic communities and patterns of urban mixing. 
 
Research on Culture, Leisure, Mobility, and Wellbeing 
 
Possible perspectives include the achievement of goals in cultural services, usage across different population groups, and their significance for wellbeing, inclusion, and community. The theme may also explore the relationship between urban culture and the reputation, safety, and segregation of areas. 
 
From the perspective of mobility and health, cities are interested in the potential of self organised physical activity, ways to reduce inactivity, the impacts of sports subsidies on associations, and the effects of lifestyle and physical activity counselling, especially for disadvantaged groups. 

 


Instructions for applying for funding

The research may be an entirely new project, or funding may be awarded as an additional component of an ongoing project entity. The funding period may begin no earlier than 1st of1 March 2027. The funded projects must cease by the end of 2028 at the latest, and the final report submitted to the cities as well as the final seminar must be delivered by 31 December 2028 at the latest.


The application process begins by completing a 


1. Preliminary two-page research idea form, which briefly presents the key ideas concerning the objectives and implementation of the research. 

Download and fill the idea form from the web page.



Note! A longer full research plan will be requested at a later stage from the projects proposed for funding. The research idea form and the later research plan must include a description of where and how the knowledge can be used once the results are available.


Funding is available in two funding categories:

Funding category 1
€50,000
Funding category 2
€100,000

Indicate in the application which funding category you are applying for.


The preliminary budget appendix must be prepared according to the applicant organisation’s own template and must show the project’s:

· detailed salary costs 
· purchased services and procurements detailed by use
· other costs detailed by use
· administrative overheads (max. 20% of total costs)
· self-financing share (min. 20% of total costs)

3. Applicants must attach their CV(s) to the application. 

· CVs of all individuals working on the project must be included in the application.

The research idea form, budget annex, and CVs of the project applicants must be submitted by 11 October 2026 at 23:59 to:
jari.p.jarvenpaa@hel.fi

Conditions for funding

· The research must concern the cities of the Helsinki Capital Region or at least one of them.
· The funded project is required to have a 20% self-financing share.
· The funded project must organise interaction with the cities independently. At least part of the interaction must be organised in Finnish. Staff working in research cooperation will help identify contact persons on the cities’ side.
· The funded project must produce an approximately 10–15-page research report in Finnish for the needs of the cities. Other publishing may take place in accordance with the universities’ own objectives and academic publishing practices.


Funding may be granted for

· salary costs directly allocated to the project
· data acquisition and other costs of conducting the research
· purchased services directly related to conducting or publishing the research
· organising events related to the project
· an administrative overhead component of no more than 20%

Funding will not be granted for

· salary costs of a third-party researcher implemented as a purchased service 
· equipment purchases that remain in long-term use by universities


Reporting on the research to funders

· At the end of the funding period, the funded project must produce a 10–15-page research report in Finnish for the needs of the cities, including possible research-based recommendations for the cities.
· The project must maintain ongoing interaction with city experts and hold a cooperation meeting at least twice a year, inviting city experts to participate. At the end of the project, the final cooperation event may be a broader public seminar, which staff working in research cooperation will help organise.
· The use of funds must be reported once a year, and a receipt or document from the official financial accounts is required as an appendix.

Small and technical changes without separate approval can be made to the project’s budget if they support achieving the goals set for the research project.

EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
Research ideas will be evaluated based on: 
 
· How well they respond to concrete decision-making needs of the cities 
· How effectively they utilise city-produced data, including potentially new register datasets 
· How broadly they benefit different cities in the Helsinki Capital Region 
· Their level of scientific ambition



Stages of the research funding call

· 1 September 2026: The call opens.
· By 11 October 2026 at 23.59, the completed research idea form (max. 2 pages), CV(s) and budget appendix must be submitted.
· By 29 October 2026, the forms will be evaluated, and applicants will be informed about the next stage.
· On 9 November 2026 between 13.00 and 16.00, selected projects invited to continue will be asked to present their research topics at an event attended by the research cooperation preparation group, consisting of representatives of all cooperation partners.
· By 18 November 2026, projects selected for the final stage will be informed.
· By 6 January 2027, projects that have reached the final stage must submit a more detailed 5–10-page research plan, which must also include the cities’ contact persons. The final project budget and implementation schedule will be determined at this stage.
· In January 2027, the actual administrative funding decision for the projects for 2027–2028 will be made. The projects may begin no earlier than 1 March 2027.



Would you like to know more? 


Please contact us if you have any questions or need further information regarding Helsinki Capital Region research collaboration or the project call. 


Jari Järvenpää 
Secretary General 
+358 403 557 304 
jari.p.jarvenpaa@hel.fi 


